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Geotextile assisted dewatering as a remediation


 method for contaminated slurries





Presented by Mr Phil Newman


Golder Associates (UK) Limited





Synopsis:


Contaminated slurries appear in all areas of industry;  whether as a direct waste stream from manufacturing or as a byproduct of other industrial activity.  The remediation and/or disposal of slurries involves 'liquid waste', a phrase  that strikes fear into many waste producers or developers.  Since the ban on liquid waste, the handling of contaminated slurries has become very expensive and alternative dewatering methods have become more attractive.





From experience in the mining industry where 99% of the waste stream is considered a hazardous slurry, geotextile-assisted dewatering has been trialled on a number of different types of contaminated slurry and sludge.  Success with marine sediments, organic slurries and contaminated ditch water makes the method attractive.  However, understanding of the driving processes is not great and the empirical approach to design does not suit all clients.  Further work and research is required to fully take advantage of this simple, yet, in some cases, remarkably efficient, dewatering process.





Biographical details:


Phil Newman is a Mining Engineer, with 15 years experience in the handling, dewatering, transportation and placement of slurries, sludges and pastes.  In addition to the mining stuff, Phil has provided dewatering solutions for a number of UK manufacturers and developers.  The presentation will introduce the concept, talk about the possible processes and provide some colourful case studies."





Phil Newman has a degree in Physics from Southampton University and followed the well- trodden path to mining engineering (!) graduating with a M.Eng in Mining Engineering from McGill University in 1992.  After some years working on the M25 widening for Comtec UK designing and building reinforced soil walls, Phil joined Golder in 1996 in Canada (his second visit).  In 1999, the cold weather finally forced Phil back to the UK where he leads the mining group in the UK, which works extensively across Europe, Central Asia and North and West Africa.  His interest in geotextiles, developed while working for Comtec, has now transferred to his main focus of material handling and waste disposal - hence the subject of the talk.





Location:


The main entrance to the College is off the A30 and the talk is in the Geology/Geography Department 


(Buildings 35 and 36 on the map at the following web page)


 http://www.rhul.ac.uk/Shared/Maps/Bwmap.pdf 
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